
How to write a compelling essay for a university 
 

Even if your grades are not good enough, you can still get into Harvard, not the best TOEFL and 

GMAT scores can take you to Stanford. It happens often. It's all about a correctly written essay, 

which shows your ambitions and reveals your talent. In this article, we tell you how to write an 

essay in English for admission to university abroad. 

 

As the Ivy League Admissions Officers say, the essay is the most memorable part of all 

admission documents. It shows the applicant as a person. Many people have the same grades and 

exam scores, but it is an essay, if ordered on a cheap essay writing service, that will help to stand 

out from this crowd. It shows how you can present yourself, analyze information, express your 

thoughts and communicate with others in writing. 

 

Do not confuse an essay with a motivation letter or a personal statement. The latter are required 

almost always, usually one document to choose from. However, top universities such as Harvard 

or Yale ask for more creative essays on admission. This is how the admissions committee checks 

if you have creative abilities and what level of compatibility you have with the university. 

 

The important difference between an essay is the limit of words. Each university determines the 

size of the essay itself. Sometimes you need to fit your thoughts in just 150 words - this is one 

paragraph. This means that all the answers must be clear and concise, but not dry and not one-

word complex.  

 

What to write about in an essay 

Universities post essay topics on their websites in the admissions section. Questions depend on 

whether you are applying directly to the university or through the Common Application and 

Coalition Application platforms. 

 

Top universities except for essays require short answers to a few additional questions - 

supplement questions. You can also find a list of these questions on the universities' website. This 

is no longer an essay, but a question-and-answer format. 

Be ready to write one big essay of 200-300 words and answer 3-10 questions in writing. 

 

The most frequently asked questions for an essay 

- Tell us about your most important achievement. 

- How do you spend your time after lessons? Describe the two activities and their 

importance. 

- Describe the person who influenced you and how. 

- If you could improve one skill or talent, what would it be and why? 

- Which course, person, project, or book is affecting you? How would it affect you? 

- Describe your plans for the future. 

- What kind of course would you like to take and how it would help you in the future. 

- Based on your life experience and that of your family, what would you like to tell us 

about yourself? 

- Describe the difficult situation you have been through. 

- Where did you find leadership skills useful? 
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- What additional information would you like to provide about yourself? 

- The more prestigious the university, the more complicated the topics. Look at the website 

of Yale or Stanford and see for yourself. Among the topics for an essay for the 2020-

2021 academic year, there are strong nuts! 


